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Happy New Year!  We hope everyone had a wonderful winter break.  Washington teachers and staff 

would like to thank children and families for the cards, gifts, and treats that were given to us before the 

break.  We appreciate them!  

 
The New Year is always a great time to start fresh with any aspect of your life, and school is no         

exception.  As the second half of the school year is underway, take time with your child on what you all 

want to improve and accomplish during the rest of the year, and make realistic resolutions.  Below are 

some suggestions to get you started: 

 
 Praise effort and good behaviors  Your children may not be getting perfect scores, but you 

know they are trying their best at their schoolwork.  Make a resolution to praise your children for 

keeping their planners up-to-date, organizing their backpack and study area, and completing their      

assignments on time.  Helping students turn these behaviors into habits will have a big payoff.   

 
 Understand what your child is learning in the classroom  If it sounds as if your children's 

teacher is speaking to you in a foreign language during parent-teacher conferences, make a resolution 

to understand what is going on in the classroom.  Feel free to email or call your child’s teacher    

anytime.  If you are unsure of your child’s teacher contact information, you can call the school    

secretary and we will be able to provide that information. 

 
 Trust yourself as the chief education officer You may not know the ins and outs of every 

school standard or the answer to every math problem, but you should understand why the school 

standards are important and what you can do to help your children develop the kind of study habits 

and persistence that will lead to academic success.   

 
 Read with your children Reading with your children, no matter what age, is a great way to spend 

family time and foster a love of learning.  For older kids, consider starting a family book club, and 

creating fun activities around your book club meetings.   

 
 Treasure every moment  Homework and the daily routine of life can be a lot to handle, but don’t 

let life and your children’s younger years pass you by.  Take in every moment and treasure the time 

you spend with your children, even if it’s the hour you spend trying to figure out that one math  

problem.   
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A Note From the Principal 

 

Dear Washington Families, 
 

We have many exciting changes 

occurring in our district and at 

Washington next year. Next year, 

Gemini will shift from a junior high 

to middle school model and serve students in 

grades six through eight. It seems hard to imagine 

our sixth graders not at Washington, but their 

needs will be better met in a middle school model. 

We are also excited to offer full day kindergarten 

for our youngest learners, allowing them more 

time to develop their early literacy, numeracy, 

and social skills. A final change is that we will 

no longer have multi-age classrooms in first 

through sixth grades. Our new school       

boundaries will increase our student population, 

making this model less beneficial to students. 
 

While change can be scary, the staff at          

Washington remain dedicated to the education of 

your children and look forward to continuing to 

watch our students learn, grow, and thrive. 
 

Your partner in education, 

Kate Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

Changes to our  

Illness Policy 

Check your child before sending him/her to 

school.  

 
Please DO NOT send your child to school if he/

she has had a fever over 100 degrees, or has 

vomited or had diarrhea within the last 24 

hours. 

 
You should keep your child home for additional 

full day after he/she has had diarrhea or has   

vomited.   

 
Please report all illnesses 

with a fever.  Students 

must be fever free for 

24 hours without the 

use of fever reducing 

medication before    

returning to school.   

 
If your child is sick, please call the attendance line 

at 847-965-1023 and report that your child will not 

be coming to school for each school day that your 

child is sick and give a detailed reason.   
 

We will be presenting our  
 

Winter Concert/Student Showcase  
 

 Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 6:30 pm.   

 

 The theme is “Valentine Friends”.   

 
 The program will feature every student in the school 

(grades 1-6).   

 

 Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more details.   
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Make the Connection . . . with East Maine School District 63 

 

 Visit us at www.emsd63.org for a wide range of information. 

 You’re already on your school e-news list, but choose special e-news lists — from  Expanded Learning to First 

Steps Preschool — at www.emsd63.org/Domain/844.   

 Follow us on social media at www.facebook.com/EMSD63 and https://twitter.com/EastMaine63. Check out your 

school’s social media channels, too. 

 
 

FLU SEASON HAS ARRIVED 
 
The flu virus spreads through the air when a person who has the virus sneezes, coughs, or speaks.  People      

carrying the virus can be contagious one day before their symptoms appear and about five to seven days after 

they get symptoms.  So, it’s  possible to pass the flu before you even know you are sick.   

 

How do I know if I have the flu?  Know the FACTS: 
 
F is for Fever 

A is for Aches 

C is for Chills 

T is for Temperature 

S is for Sore Throat and Stuffy Nose 

 

If your child has flu symptoms, please keep them home from school. 

Remember to call the attendance line at 847-965-1023 every day your child is absent. 

Please spell your child’s last name, list the symptoms and whether or not your child has had the flu shot. 

The weather can change quickly here 

in the Chicago area.  It may 

feel like Spring in the    

morning but turn cold and 

blustery by the afternoon.  

Please make sure your child 

leaves home each morning 

with appropriate outer wear 

for the predicted weather. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

No School 

Monday 

January 21st 

Being in school every day means your child won’t miss out on learning.  

Try to schedule appointments and family trips outside of school hours.  

If your child asks to stay home “just because,” remind him of what he’ll 

miss, such as reading group or PE class. Explain that he can be absent 

ONLY if he’s sick or if there’s a family emergency.   

 

What You Can Do!  
 Set a regular bed time and morning routine. 
 
 Anxious child?  Get advice from teachers, counselors or other  

parents.  
 Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up. 
 
 Be positive about school! 

 
Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school and 

themselves.  Start building this habit now.  Good attendance will help 

children do well in high school, college and work.  
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ENERGY SERVICES 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

 
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program helps keep families safe and 

healthy through initiatives that assist families with energy costs.  We provide federally 

funded assistance in managing costs associated with: 

 

- Home energy bills 

 - Energy crises 

- Weatherization and energy-related minor home repairs  

 
LIHEAP can help you stay warm in the winter and cool in the summer through      

programs that reduce the risk of health and safety problems that arise from unsafe 

heating and cooling practices.   

A LIHEAP benefit is one time payment made 

directly to the utility company on behalf of the 

household. 

 

Additional Energy Services Programs: 

 ComEd Residential Hardship Program 

 Peoples Gas—Share the Warmth 

 Home Weatherization (IHWAP) 

 
For more information or to find the nearest 

Intake Partner Site call the Toll-free Hotline: 
800-571-CEDA (2332) or visit 

www.cedaorg.net 

Documents Needed to Apply: 

 
 Proof of current 30-day gross income 

from all household members. 

 
 Copy of most recent heat and electric 

bills (must provide entire bill) 

 
 Proof of Social Security Numbers of all 

household members.  (must provide a 

hard-copy of SSN card, printout, 

SSA1099, qualifying Medicare card) 

 
 Applicants that have all their utilities   

included in the rent must bring proof of 

rental agreement stating monthly rental 

amount, that utilities are included and 

landlord contact information 


